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“When near the summit, the wind, as generally happens, was impetuous 

and extremely cold. On each side of the ridge, we had to pass over broad 

bands of perpetual snow, which were now soon to be covered by a fresh 

layer. When we reached the crest and looked backwards, a glorious view 

was presented.  

 

…. 

 

Neither plant nor bird, excepting a few condors wheeling around the 

higher pinnacles, distracted my attention from the inanimate mass. I felt 

glad that I was alone: it was like watching a thunderstorm, or hearing in 

full orchestra a chorus of the Messiah.” 

 

 

Charles Darwin, March 18th, 1835 




